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2 
 

 

FACULTY AND STAFF 2022 – 2023 
 
 

 
Ms. Deborah Powell                 Principal 
 
Mrs. Monica Glass   Administrative Assistant 
 
Coach Chad Anderson &Coach Kevin Kovack        Physical Education 
 
Mrs. Shannon Barbour    English 
 
Mrs. Kristie Jones Stamp   Instructional Aide 
 
Mrs. Allyson Springs      Math 
 
Mrs. Olivia Ingram  History and Social Studies 
 
Mrs. Neva VanDerHyde  Science 
 
Mrs. Rachel Bowler                                               Special Education/Testing Coordinator 
 
Deputy Monica Strange  School Resource Officer 
 
Mrs. Jodi Kapornyai  Family Life Instructor 
 
Mrs. Luci Satterfield  Family Life Instructor 
 
Mr. Douglas Simpson  Custodian 
 
 
 
 
 
“We are continually faced by great opportunities brilliantly disguised as insolvable 
problems.” 
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Pittsylvania County/Danville City Regional Alternative School  
 

The principal at the Regional Alternative School is Ms. Deborah Powell.  In 
addition to the principal there is an administrative assistant, Mrs. Monica Glass, to 
assist you.  Our mailing address is: 956 Woodlawn Academy Road, Chatham, VA 
24531. 

Our office telephone number is (434) 432 - 8185.  The school telephone is 
a business telephone and cannot be used without approval from the office.   

Students may use the school telephone in cases of an emergency or 
illness.  School personnel will assist students with all phone calls.  Students will 
not be called from class to receive phone calls or to call home during the day. 
We will be happy to take a message and get it to your child before the end of the day. 
Students are never to have cell phones in their possession.  

Change of Address / Telephone Number.  Please notify you’re principal or 
the school office, in writing, if your address or telephone number changes.  This is 
very important so parents can receive newsletters and notice of meetings and 
school events. 

 
Absences/Attendance 
When a student is absent from school, the following will apply: 

•   You may call the school the day of the absence to let us know the students 
will be out.  A student must bring a note from a parent on the day 
following the absence. These are kept on file to assure records are correctly 
maintained.  

• The note should give the reason for the absence; all the day/days included 
for the absence and the parent must sign it. 

• It is the responsibility of the student to ask for and make up all missed work 
during the absence.  

• The only excuses for absences that will be deemed acceptable are illness, 
court appearance, a death in the family, religious holiday, or extenuating 
circumstances that are discussed with an administrator.  

• Students who do not bring a letter from a parent or guardian will have an 
unverified absence.  

• The following policy is in effect for unverified absences: 
 
First  Call from school informing the parent of the absence 
 
Second Call from school informing the parent of the  
  absence 
Third  Mandatory Parent Conference 
  Call from school 
Fourth Call from school office 
Fifth  Mandatory Meeting with the truancy officer 

A plan to resolve the nonattendance will be developed  
Sixth  A report is sent to the truancy office and the student, the parent and school 

personnel will have a mandatory meeting to resolve issues related to the 
nonattendance. Other community service providers may be included in the meeting.  
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On the next absence after the TRT meeting, a petition is filed 
with the Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court either that the  
child is in need of services (CHINS) or instituting proceedings against the 
parent. The court date is set for the student, parents and school officials to 
appear.  
 
TARDY POLICY 
All tardiness is unexcused unless a parent comes in with the student. Habitual or 
repeated tardiness will be handled in the following manner: 
 
First -   Office Warning  
Second –  Parent Conference 
Third -     ISS  
For all unexcused tardiness above three, the student will be required to spend three days in ISS.  
 
TARDIES  

Students who arrive after 9:00 A.M. are tardy and the parent must come in 
with the student. Tardies are unexcused unless a parent comes in with 
the student.  

 
Students are to be checked out of school by a parent or legal guardian and 
must be signed out in the main office.  We must have a signed letter from 
the guardian for anyone else to sign out the student. They must have a 
picture I. D. with them and we must have a valid phone number to reach the 
parent or guardian. If any of these things are NOT available, the student must 
remain in school. Phone calls to the school with this information are not 
acceptable. 

 
ACADEMICS 

A. Be organized. Use your binder correctly – everyday!!!  
B. Place your classwork in your binder/notebook. 
C. Select appropriate dress code items each night before you 

go to bed. 
D. Be at school every day and on time. 
E. If you need help, ASK QUESTIONS. 
F. If you are absent, you need to get your assigned work from 

each teacher.   
 

You must complete your homework, if assigned, each night to earn the 
best grades you are capable of making.   

 
Review your assignments daily before leaving school so you can take 
home all the necessary materials; if needed.  

 
Set aside a time each evening for your daily review of assignments. Give 
all assignments your best effort.  If you do, you will get better grades. 
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Grading Scale for Pittsylvania County/Danville City Schools 
ACADEMIC 
 

A =  EXCELLENT     94-100     
B =  VERY GOOD      86-93     
C =  SATISFACTORY     77-85 

  D =  POOR         70-77 
  F =  FAILING      BELOW 70 
 
      CONDUCT 
    EXCELLENT 
    SATISFACTORY 
    UNSATISFACTORY 
 
Progress Reports will be sent home every three weeks for students. These are to be 
reviewed by parents, signed and returned to school. 
 
Standards of Learning (SOL) 
SOL tests will be given in history, reading and math at all grade levels. 
Grade 8 will be tested in writing and science as well as the other three 
areas. High School students will have SOL tests in courses necessary for  
verified credits for graduation. A score of 400 is proficient. 
A score above 500 is advanced and 600 is considered a perfect score.   
 
 
Bathroom Breaks 
  
 Breaks will be scheduled for each class in the morning and in the afternoon – 
after lunch. Other than scheduled times, students will not be allowed to leave class 
to use the bathroom unless they have a letter from a physician stating that there is a 
medical condition that necessitates more frequent bathroom needs. Continued 
requests to leave the room that disrupt the learning environment will be considered 
as major classroom disruptions and will be grounds for suspension.  
 
Cafeteria 
 Breakfast and lunch are served each day. All students will receive free meals 
this school year. 
 
Class Change 
 Classes will change according to the schedule you will be given in the first 
week.  You will leave the classroom quietly and in an orderly manner. Students will 
go directly to the next assigned class and will be seated quickly to begin the bell 
ringer or class work that is ready for them. There will be no yelling or misbehaving 
in the hallway.  
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Dress Code Policy: 
 

The Administration reserves the right to determine appropriateness of dress. 
The following dress code guidelines will apply to all students: 

 
 Shoes must be worn at all times on school 

grounds.  Bedroom slippers are prohibited.  
Teachers may require a particular type of shoe 
for lab, shop, or gym activities. ( RAS- Regional 
Alternative Schools students can only wear 
athletic/tennis shoes to school) 
 

 Head coverings of all types should be placed in 
lockers upon arriving at school.  Hoods cannot 
be worn. 
 

 Headbands or headwraps may not exceed a 
width of 2 inches. 

 
 Bandanas are prohibited. 

 
 Heavy chains, chains hanging from clothing, or 

spiked jewelry are prohibited. 
 

 Sunglasses cannot be worn in the building. 
 

 Headphones should be placed out of sight upon 
entering the building. 
 

 Pajamas or sleepwear, costumes, or blankets are 
prohibited in the school building or on buses. 
 

 Large or bulky coats/jackets are to be placed in 
lockers during the school day. 
 

 Tops and dresses with no straps or straps of 
fewer than 2 inches in width are prohibited 
unless covered by a jacket or top. 
 

 Tops or dresses that reveal bare midriffs or 
cleavage are not allowed. 
 

 Shirts and tops with the back cut out are not 
permitted. 
 

 Mesh or see-through clothing is prohibited. 
 

 Tops with large openings for the arms or that are 
split below the arms are not permitted. 
 

 

 
 Students are not to wear clothing with 

language, symbols or pictures that are 
offensive or suggestive, promote violence, are 
gang related, advertise illegal substances, or 
advertise tobacco or alcohol.  
 

 All visible tattoos must meet the dress code 
and cannot include any language, symbols or 
pictures that are offensive or suggestive, 
promote violence, are gang related, advertise 
illegal substances or advertise tobacco or 
alcohol. 
 

 Shorts, skirts, skorts, and dresses can be no 
shorter than 4 inches above the knee, both in 
the front and back.   
 

 If tight-fitting pants, such as leggings, are worn, 
a dress or lengthy shirt that is no shorter than 
4 inches above the top of the knee, both in the 
front and back, must also be worn. 
 

 Pants must be worn at the waist. No 
undergarments should be visible at any time. 
 

 If holes are 4 inches above the knee in pants, 
leggings or shorts must be worn underneath 
with no visible skin.  
 

 Athletes should not be in full uniform during 
the school day; uniform tops meeting the dress 
code may be worn.  The following uniform tops 
will be prohibited:  tops with straps of fewer 
than 2 inches in width; tops that reveal bare 
midriffs or cleavage; tops with the back cut 
out; mesh or see-through tops; and tops with 
large openings for the arms or that are split 
below the arms. 

 
 Weapon-related attire is prohibited unless it is 

part of a school-sponsored club or activity. 

 
 
 



8 
 

Field Trips 
 
 Field trips are provided for students as an educational experience as well as 
incentives for good behavior.  We want all students to participate in the activities we 
have for them. However, the students must show responsible citizenship in school 
to earn these privileges. All School rules apply on a field trip regardless of the day, 
time or place.  While riding the bus, boys and girls must be separated. 

Teachers and administrators have the right to revoke field trip 
privileges if a student’s behavior is not acceptable.  
 
Fire Drills  

Fire drills are an important part of preparing students for a possible 
threatening situation. Students should take fire drills seriously and treat each as if it 
is real.  

1. Stop whatever you are doing immediately.  
2. Stay calm and listen closely to the teacher’s directions.  
3. Line up and proceed quickly and quietly to the nearest designated exit 

and move at least 100 feet away from the building. 
4. Remain quiet and calm until the signal for you to return to the building. 

Reenter the building in a quiet, orderly manner.  
5. Students must refrain from talking in order to hear roll call and 

 instructions. Instructions and exit routes are posted in every  
 room and will be reviewed with students monthly.  
 

Guidance Services 
 Guidance services are available to all students on a limited basis. Classroom 
guidance is also offered to our students by special speakers, classroom teachers, the 
school psychologist or the principal.  
 
Makeup or Missed Work 
 A parent may request makeup work for their child for illness or suspensions. 
If the request is made before 9:30, we will have the work by the end of the day. Any 
requests made after 9:30 will not be ready until the next day. We attempt to notify 
teachers during their planning time so they can have it ready for a parent or another 
student to pick up.   

Remember, it is the students’ responsibility to get makeup work and 
complete it in a timely manner. You have a day for every day you are out. For 
instance, if you are out 3 days, you have 3 days from the time to return to get the 
completed work back to the teacher. Failure to do so will result in no credit for the 
missed work.  
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Medication Policy 
 If it is necessary for a student to take medication, the proper permission form 
and medication forms must be filled out by the parent/guardian, signed by the 
doctor and filed in the main office.  
 
 Parents must fill out forms for non-prescription medication that must also be 
filed in the office. Medications WILL NOT be given if the proper forms are not in the 
office.  
  
 Students are not allowed to have any type of medication in their possession 
at any time. All medications must be in the main office – this includes ALL over 
the counter drugs. Please do not give your child medication to bring to school. A 
parent or guardian must bring the medicine to school or use a special envelope 
provided by the principal for the bus driver to transport. 
 
Report Cards 
 Report cards are issued each six weeks for all students.  Parents are 
encouraged to review the child’s report card and request a conference with the 
teacher(s) if they have concerns.  
 
Safety Rules for Students Riding School Buses 
 
All students are to be instructed in and are to observe the following safety 
precautions: 
1. When boarding the bus, and before crossing the street or road, 

DO: 
- Go directly to a seat and remain seated 

DO NOT: 
- Tamper with the bus or any of its equipment, 

including emergency equipment 
- Show disrespect for the bus driver  

2. While the bus is in motion, 
DO: 

- Remain seated until the bus reaches its destination 
and comes to a complete stop 

- Keep all parts of your body and other objects inside 
the bus 

- Keep the aisle clear of feet, arms, and other objects 
- Hold books, coats, and all other objects in lap 
- Talk only in a normal voice 
- Identify yourself upon the request of the bus driver or 

other authorized personnel 
DO NOT: 

- Change seats 
- Push or rough-house 
- Throw objects around in the bus or out of the window 
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- Talk to the driver, except in an emergency 
- Open emergency door without the driver’s 

permission, except in an emergency 
- Show disrespect for the bus driver 
- Fight on the bus or at the bus stop 

 
3. When the bus is unloading, 

DO: 
- Remain seated until the driver opens the door 
- Leave the bus in single file 

DO NOT: 
- Push or shove 
- Run 

Other Conditions: 
- Vandalism to the bus will be paid for by those 

responsible and the School Board regulation 
regarding parent liability will be enforced 

- Students may be assigned to definite seats and shall 
not be permitted to move from the assigned seat 
except upon permission from the bus driver 

- No student is permitted to interfere with another 
student or the property of another student 

- No student is permitted to drink, eat, or smoke while 
on board the bus 

- Unauthorized personnel are not allowed on board the 
bus 

Bus Discipline 
The Code of Student Conduct applies to conduct on school buses as well as 

student conduct in and about the school building. The bus is an extension of the 
school and will be treated as such. A student may be removed from the bus for as 
many as 10 days or for an indefinite period for repeated bus violations. The decision 
to remove a student from the bus is determined by an administrator or other school 
officials.  

 
Student Code of Conduct  

All students will be given a Pittsylvania County Schools Code of Conduct on 
the first day of school.  Students are expected to follow this code of conduct on a 
daily basis. The student and parent must sign that they have received and reviewed 
the Code of Conduct. 

Please remember that some violations of the code of conduct can result in 
immediate dismissal from the school. 
 

A. Possession of drugs of any type 
B. Possession of a weapon or look alike weapon 
C. Leaving School Property without Permission 
D. Bullying or continuous harassing of any student or staff member 
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E. Use of profane, abusive or obscene language or profane, abusive or obscene 
actions 

 
There will be a part time school resource officer on campus. We will have the drug 
dogs’ visit on a regular basis and we will have searches for weapons/drugs on a 
DAILY BASIS. The purpose is to have a safe environment for everyone in this school 
at all times. There will be no tolerance for drugs and/or weapons on this campus.  
 
Please remember that while you are placed at the Regional Alternative School, you 
may not be on any other school grounds at any time. You are to be on the RAS 
grounds only during regular school hours. There will be no after hours programs for 
students.  
 
 Cellular telephones, beepers, CD players or CDs, video games or any other such 
devices will not be permitted on the buses or in the school at any time without 
permission from the bus driver and/or principal. If these devices are brought to 
school, they will be confiscated and held until the student leaves the Regional 
Alternative School to return to their base school.  RAS is not responsible for items 
placed in the locked cabinet daily. 
 
SCHOOL DAY 
 

The RAS office is open from 8:00 A.M. until 4:00 P.M. each day. Visitors 
should report to the office when visiting the school.  

 
The buses unload at 8:15 A.M. on the side of the school and car riders come in 

through the side entrance.  When students enter the building, they will be searched, 
the metal detector will be used and then students should go straight to breakfast. 

 
All coats should be placed in the multipurpose Room on hangers. NO BIG 

COATS OR BOOK BAGS WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOMS. All coats will be 
searched.  Students should have their books and any other supplies needed for class.  

Upon arrival, ALL students must go directly to the cafeteria for breakfast, to 
order lunch and to verify attendance. They may also purchase items from the school 
store at this time. Breakfast is for eating, not visiting. As soon as the students are 
finished eating they sit quietly for the morning announcements, then class.  

 Morning announcements are done at 8:55 a.m.  Classes begin 
immediately afterwards. The Pledge of Allegiance, the minute of silence and the 
character word of the month will be observed every morning. Students are required 
to stand for the pledge, though they are not required to participate. They are to be 
seated and remain silent until the minute of silence is complete.  
 
School Closing  
WE ALWAYS FOLLOW PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY SCHOOLS SCHEDULE  
 When schools are closed or delayed due to inclement weather, an 
announcement will be made on the radio and on local television channels. Should 



12 
 

schools have to close early; the same radio and television stations will make the 
announcements. Parents are responsible for picking their child up at the 
appropriate closing time. Consideration must be given to the teachers and staff at 
the school. Our goal is to get everyone home safely should we need to close early. 
 
Withdrawals 
 When a student is planning to withdraw from school, the following 
procedures must be followed: 

• Let your teacher know as far in advance as possible. 
• A student withdrawal form must be completed and turned into the office. 

All owed money must be paid.  
• Student records will NOT be sent to your new school until ALL books 

have been returned and all financial obligations have been settled.  
• Teachers will complete the student withdrawal form so that you can take 

your grades with you to enroll in your new school. 
• Students who return to the base school after first semester must have a 

meeting with parents, the principal and any other individuals needed for 
a smooth transition to the base school.  

•  
STUDENT WITHDRAWAL INFORMATION 

Name ___________________________ 
 
Wardrobe closet clean ______________________ 
Text books returned ___________________ 
Lunch Money Paid __________________ 
Prescription Returned _______________ 
Special Education/IEP  __________________ 
Copy of Schedule __________________ 
Grades: 
 
Math_________   Language Arts________ 
 
Social Studies________         Science_________      
Electives______________________ 
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File: KGC/GBEC/JFCH 

TOBACCO PRODUCTS AND NICOTINE VAPOR PRODUCTS 
  
  
Generally 
  
Students are prohibited from possessing any tobacco product or nicotine vapor product on a 
school bus, on school property, or at an on-site or off-site school sponsored activity. 
  
In addition, the use or distribution of any tobacco product or nicotine vapor product, on a 
school bus, on school property, or at an on-site or off-site school-sponsored activity is 
prohibited. 
The superintendent is responsible for developing a regulation which contains: 
 

• provisions for the enforcement of this policy among students, employees, and 
visitors, including the enumeration of possible sanctions or disciplinary 
actions, and 

• referrals to resources to help staff and students overcome tobacco addiction. 

  
Definitions 
  
“Nicotine vapor product” means any noncombustible product containing nicotine that employs 
a heating element, power source, electronic circuit, or other electronic, chemical, or 
mechanical means, regardless of shape or size, that can be used to produce vapor from 
nicotine in a solution or other form. "Nicotine vapor product" includes any electronic cigarette, 
electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar product or device and any 
cartridge or other container of nicotine in a solution or other form that is intended to be used 
with or in an electronic cigarette, electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar 
product or device. "Nicotine vapor product" does not include any product regulated by the FDA 
under Chapter V (21 U.S.C. § 351 et seq.) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 
  
"Tobacco product" means any product made of tobacco and includes cigarettes, cigars, 
smokeless tobacco, pipe tobacco, bidis, and wrappings. "Tobacco product" does not include 
any nicotine vapor product, alternative nicotine product, or product that is regulated by the 
FDA under Chapter V (21 U.S.C. § 351 et seq.) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 
 

Special Announcement: 
 

 "Additional guidance for the 2022-2023 school year is forthcoming, 
following expected updates in guidance from the CDC, VDH, and VDOE 
which is anticipated throughout the school year.  After updates are 
published, PCS will issue revised guidance for the 2022-2023 school 
year which may change the contents of the school handbook.  If this 
occurs, parents will be notified." 
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